
 

 

The German Ambassador of The Netherlands  
His Excellency Cyril Jean Nunn 
Groot Hertoginnelaan 18-20 
2517 EG  DEN HAAG  
 

And 

The Dutch Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Germany 
His Excellency Ronald van Roeden 
Klosterstraβe 50 
10179  Berlin 
GERMANY 
 

Harlingen, March 16 2023 

 Our reference: 23027/CW/FP 

Dear Excellencies,  

Again we would like to reach out to you about the interaction of two major pillars of ‘EU energy 

transition’; the need to phase out fossil fuel based energy and the need to protect and restore 

vulnerable natural areas in Europe. Both pillars come together where a rapid landfall of offshore wind 

energy in Eemshaven and the protection of the Wadden Sea as a trilateral UNESCO World Heritage 

Site are at stake. As both governments will hold a Ministerial meeting later this month in Berlin we feel 

this particular item needs the appropriate political attention at that bilateral government-meeting.  

On behalf of the German and Dutch governments you informed us in July 2022 about the importance 

of both while at the same time drawing our attention to the challenges to be dealt with by your 

governments in seeking an optimal solution. Challenges in both the morphological characteristics of 

the area as well as the challenges in seeking an optimal outcome in recognition of the maritime safety 

and environmental safety are at stake in the Ems-Dollar Treaty area. Needless to say we understand 

these complexities as we understand that the standards for both maritime safety as well as the 

environment are important for both countries.  

We have noticed that both countries have had talks about the need to respect the standards of 

maritime safety and environmental safety within UNESCO World Heritage Wadden Sea while 

exploring options for a smooth and reliable landfall of offshore wind energy. Not only have we been 

informed about bilateral talks we have also noticed the draft of the Wilhelmshaven Declaration where 

the intention was expressed by the three Wadden Sea countries “to develop a coordinated spatial 

strategy beyond 2030, striving to support the long-term expansion targets for offshore wind energy, 

making it more nature friendly in line with conservation objectives”. We think that this intention is the 

right way forward and we would like to express our support to that intention.  

However, we also recognize the narrowing and scoping currently taking place in the context of the 

Dutch Programma Aanlanding Wind Op Zee (PAWOZ)  Eemshaven and at the same time the 

planning of an increasing number of wind farms on the North Sea in both countries and hence the 

need to connect these wind farms to the on-shore infrastructure.  



 

 

We remain convinced that a new cable-corridor should not cross vulnerable and critical parts of the 

Wadden Sea. However, such routes are still part of the current narrowing and scoping referred to the 

above. Rather we are convinced that a route following an existing shipping lane may still be the best 

possible way to ensure that damage to the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) within the most 

sensitive areas of the Wadden Sea World Heritage can be avoided. However, at this moment existing 

international treaties, national laws and regulations appear to make it difficult to realize this preferred 

option. With this in mind we warmly welcome the innovative approach studied at the same time in the 

scoping exercise. This so called ‘tunnel approach’ may very well prove to not only respect the 

maritime-safety and environmental concerns more than other options, it may also be valuable in 

realizing a rapid landfall of electricity and potentially hydrogen gas.  

Recognizing the preference of many organizations within both Germany and The Netherlands for a 

more modern multiple use of an existing shipping lane or the serious consideration of a new innovative 

approach we would like you to dedicate time and resources in seriously exploring these two options – 

a cable route along the shipping lane or a tunnel –  in a spirit of joint co-operation that will be central in 

the upcoming governmental meeting between our countries later this month. It is our understanding 

that some of the routes in this scoping exercise may face strong challenges from economic sectors. 

Just as it is our understanding that part of the solution in some of the more legal and technical 

challenges may be found in avoiding additional accumulating impacts on the Wadden Sea’s strongly 

protected nature values and its OUV.  

We are willing and able to provide more information and background to our joint effort in seeking to 

protect and preserve the Dutch and German Wadden Sea in relation to both the energy transitions as 

well as this particular issue. In this respect we would like to also draw your attention to the recent 

UNESCO advice which highlights the accumulating use of the Wadden Sea by threats, like  

international mining companies seeking to extract more and more fossil oil and fossil gas from 

underneath the Wadden Sea. 1 

Needless to say we recognize that a joint public statement by the German and Dutch governments 

may be the outcome of the governmental meeting of both countries later this month. We look forward 

to finding a confirmation of the intention as it is expressed in the draft of the Wilhelmshaven 

Declaration and the allocation of dedicated resources in seriously trying to make the two options 

possible that are necessary to preserve the OUV of UNESCO World Heritage Wadden Sea as well as 

to provide a rapid landfall of offshore wind energy.  

With high regards,  

 

Christine Wijshake, director Waddenvereniging  

 
1 This advice was recently sent to the Dutch Parliament and can be found at: 
https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerstukken/brieven_regering/detail?id=2022Z10101&did=2022D20584  

https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerstukken/brieven_regering/detail?id=2022Z10101&did=2022D20584


 

 

 

also on behalf of 

• Kirsten  Haanraads, Head Public Affairs, WWF Nederland 

• Christoph Heinrich, CEO WWF  Germany  

• Teo Wams, Director Nature Conservation,  Vereniging Natuurmonumenten Nederland 

• Dr. Holger Buschmann, CEO NABU Germany, section Lower Saxony 

• Susanne Gerstner, CEO BUND Germany, section Lower Saxony 

CC 

• Mr. Rob Jetten, Minister for Climate and Energy Policy (by email) 

• Mr. Robert Habeck, Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (by email) 

• Mrs. Christianne van der Wal, Minster for Nature and Nitrogen Policy (by email)  

• Mrs. Steffi Lemke, Federal Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety 

and Consumer Protection (by email)  

 


